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Cac hoé chan nudi bo sira tai Viet Nam chdc han Elephant grass (King grass) is certainly not new
khong xa la gi véi cé voi. Vay con nhiing giong cd  to dairy farmers in Vietnam. How about other

nhu cé Uc, Avex, Long Para... thi sao? Liéu co voi grass species like Australian mix, Avena, Long Para
so v&i nhiing gidng cd mai nay, cd nao tot hon? and so on? Which one is better, the former or the
Chung t6i da c6 moét budi phdng van vai hai hod latter? We have had an open interview with two
nong dan chan nudi bo stia dién hinh trong ving  key farmers of Vietnam Belgium Dairy Project in
Du an Bo sta Viét Bi nham gigi thiéu va chia sé which they introduced and shared their first-hand
kinh nghiém trong nhiing giéng cé chat lugng experience in high-quality dairy forage production.

cao nay véi doc gia.
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Ong Hau chia sé hat cé giéng cho cac néng dan khéc
Mr. Hau is sharing his grass seeds for other farmers

Co LienTerryn, trg ly Du an Bo stia Viét Bi & 6ng Hau tai rudng c6 Mulato
Lien Terryn, Project Assistant, Vietnam Belgium Dairy Project & Mr. Hau at
his Mulato field

ONG NGUYEN NHU HAU (PONG ANH - HA NOI)

Milk Matters: Hién tai, nha béac tréng nhiing loai cé nao dé
nuoi bo?

Hd chin nudi - Nguyén Nhu Hau (HCN): Nha t6i hién tréng rat
nhiéu giéng cd chat lugng cao nhu cé Uc, cd Avex, cd 16ng Para,
Mulato, cé Ghi-né, ¢ Voi va ca keo dau nira.

Milk Matters: Bac c6 thé cho biét tai sao nha minh lai tréng nhiéu
loai ¢4 nhu vay khong?

HCN: Tinh téi rat thich tha cai mai. Vi lai trong dugc nhiéu loai
c6 nhiéu cai lgi 1am, c6 nhiéu gidng cé khac nhau bo an da dang,
la miéng nén ngon lIam, ma cang ngon thi bo cang cho nhiéu siia.
Hon thé nia, tréng nhiéu gidng thé thi t6i c6 thé c6 d ¢6 cho ca
nam vi ¢ gibng moc tét trong mua hé, c6 gidng lai tét trong mua
doéng. Thé la t6i chdng phai lo thiéu cé nira.

Milk Matters: Xin bac cho biét y ki€n clia bac vé cac giéng co chat
lugng cao nha bac dang tréng, bac c6 nhan xét hodc muén chia sé
thdng tin gi véi cac ba con khac khong?

HCN: Céc giéng 6 8y tét 1dm, than cdy mém nén bo c6 thé an dugc
hét ca cay, bo an ngon 1am! Ma c6 moc day, nang suat cao nén cat
vd&ivan chuyén dé chirkhéng vat va nhu di ra ngoai cit ¢é tu nhién.
Ngoai ra, ciing tiét kiém dugc tién mua thiic an tinh vi da c6 cé chat
lugng cao réil

Milk Matters: Bic thay cac giéng cd nay c6 diém manh va diém
yéu gi?

HCN: Diém manh: Cé ngon, mém, bo an dugc hét, thu hoach dé va
cdy tai sinh rat nhanh

Diém yéu: Luc cd moc tét, ddy qua ma gdp mua thi dé bi d6, cit ltc
ay hoi khé ma thinh thoang g6c cdy ciing bj chét. Co ciing khong
chiu dugc ngap ung lau nén khéng trong dugc chd tring qua.
Clng khong trong dugc vao dat chua qua, cé 1én khéng tét!

Milk Matters: Bac cé y dinh ma réng dién tich trong cé hodc trong
thém nhiéu giéng cé maéi khong?

HCN: C6, tdi van mudn mé rdong dién tich thém nira va néu cé
giéng c6 mdi nao tét tdi chac chén sé trong thém.

Milk Matters: Xin cdm on bac da tham gia budi trd chuyén véi
chung toi.

MR. NGUYEN NHU HAU (DONG ANH - HANOI)

Milk Matters: \What types of grass do you currently grow for feeding
cows?

Mr.Hau:| am growing a lot of high quality forages including Australian
Mix (AM), Guinea, grass Avena, Mulato, Leucaena, Para grass, and King
grass.

Milk Matters: Why are you growing such a wide variety of high
quality grasses?

Mr. Hau: Trying the new things is my character | also want to have
different grass species in cows’ diet which would improve the
palatability. Thus, cows will produce more milk.

Milk Matters: What's your opinion of high quality forage? Can you
tell something about those grasses?

Mr. Hau: Very good! The grass is more delicious and | can feed the
whole plant to cows. The grass production is quite high as well as the
quality. Moreover, the grass is easy to harvest. Now, | don't need to
go outside to cut natural grass anymore. In addition, | can reduce the
costs on concentrate.

Milk Matters: What are their strong and weak points?

Mr. Hau: Strong points: More delicious; easy to harvest; cows can eat
the whole plant and it regrows quickly.

Weak points: When grass grows quickly and densely, it is difficult to
follow to cut on time and it will fall down if there is heavy rain; it can
not tolerate flooding and acidic soil.

Milk Matters: Do you intend to expand your grass area or grow new
species of grasses?

Mr. Hau: Sure! | still want to have more grass area and varieties as
long as | am recommended the good ones.

Milk Matters: Thank you very much for your sharing.

Millgmatters17
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THONG TIN VE TRANG TRAI ONG HAU

Nam bat dau chan nudi bo stra
Téng dan bo

S8 bo cai cho slta

San lugng stra binh quan

Dién tich ¢4 nudi bo

Loai cé

bién thoai

Dia chi

2000
7 con
4 con
20 kg/con/ngay

4300 m?

€6 Uc, co Ghi né, cé Voi, c6
Loéng Para, cd Mulato, co6 Avex

04. 883 4507

Thoén Van Tinh, Xa Xuan Canh,
Huyén Béng Anh, Ha Noi

Néng dan tham rudong cé nha 6ng Hau
Farmers visit Hau's grass field

HAU’S FARM PROFILE

Starting year
Number of cows
Number of current milking cows

Average milk yield

Hectare of arable land for milk
production

Kind of grasses

Tel

Address

2000
7
4

20 kg/cow/day

4300 m?

Australian Mix, King grass,
Guinea grass, Para grass,
Mulato, Avena

04. 883 4507

Van Tinh village, Xuan Canh
commune, Dong Anh dist.,
Hanoi




2.ONG DUONG VAN TIET (SOC SON - HA NOI)

Milk Matters: Nghe néi trudc day trong ruéng ¢ Uc nha béc c6 rat
nhiéu c6 dai, c6 ngudi con goi bac la “chuyén gia trong co dai’, vay
ma dén bay gi¢ hé gia dinh bac lai la mét trong s6 cac hd thanh
c6ng nhét trong viéc tréng cd, vay béac cé bi mat gi dé trong cé Uc
khong?

HCN (Duong Van Tiét): T6i muén ké cho cac anh chi nghe cau
chuyén vé ruéng co6 nha téi. Cach day chin thang khi ruéng cé bat
dau cét cd Ita thi nhat, c6 mot cudc tranh luan rat gay gat gilta 6ng
Raf Somers (C6 van trudng Dy an Bo sira Viét Bi) va mot s6 nguoi
khi ho tham cd nha téi. Ong Raf thi bdo la:“Co Ién rat t6t, ruéng cé
nhiéu cé dai, nhung 6ng Neil (chuyén gia vé cé Uc) néi la cé dai sé
chét va gidm dan sau méi lan cét, bac khong phai lo! Bac cur tiép tuc
tudi, bon phan nhu hudng dan, can phai kién tril” Trong khi dé, c6
rat nhiéu ngudi phan bac lai: “Ruéng cé qua nhiéu cé dai, toan la co
tu nhién ban dia, vi du nhu cd ga, c6 gau, nhiing loai cé nay rat khé
chét, ching t6i biét rat ré nhiing giéng cd nay, can phai nhé bd cb
di, ma nhé bd chua chic da hét dugc”. Sau khi nghe tranh luan, toi
cling rat phan van, trong rudng dung la c6 nhiing cay téi biét chac la
¢d dai, ma nhing cdy nay khoé chét that, nhung c6 mot s6 cay khac
thi tdi khong biét la o gi, liéu n6 la cd trong hay ¢ dai? Nhung cudi
cuing, t6i suy nghi lai: “Du sao thi bay gid minh cling thu dugc kha
nhiéu 6, ké ca cé dai, nhung co dai thi c6 sao dau, thudng ngay téi
van phai ra ngoai cit vé ma, ma cd ngoai thi khong tét nhu & day vi
cd & day con dugc bon phan! Thoi! Tot han hét la cit nghe theo 6ng
Neil - 6ng &y 1a ngusi Uc, 6ng &y trong cd Uc, va éng Raf da néi nhu
vay, réi chd thém mot thai gian nita xem”.

Sau ddy thi co 1én t6t qua, cdy xanh mon man, day, mém va ngot, ma
cl sau méi 1an cat 1a ¢ dai lai chét di nhiéu. Ong Raf bay gi& chic
thich 13m! Sau khi thanh céng véi manh rudng dau tién, gic téi da
ma& réng dién tich thém hai manh nia, c6 cling lén tot 13m.

Tém lai téi thay c kién nhan, lam theo hudng dan ctia Du an va néu
c6 thé thi str dung nudc bioga la nhiing cai quan trong nhat dé trong
¢6 Uc dugc thanh céng.

Milk Matters: Bac co nghila nhiing gidng cé chat lugng cao mdi nay
khi dugc trién khai tréng thanh céng trong viing Du &n sé lam thay
d6i cach nghi vé clia ba con minh tir truéc dén nay vé dinh duéng
va thuc an cho bo sta? Liéu cac ho chan nudi bo sira khac sé lam
theo bac?

HCN: Chac chan a 6, vi da co rat nhiéu ngudi dén day hoi toi vé cac
giéng cd chat lugng cao, ho cling muén tréng Iam. Ho nhin la thich
mé di r6i, c6 nha c6 khi con thay ti véi nha minh dy chi! Tuy nhién, dé
tréng nhan réng ra nhiéu vung thi cé khi can tap huan thém na, véi
lai ho cling can biét nai ho mua dugc hat gidng va cac thiét bi phu
trg (nhu pép phun cda hé théng tudi chdng han)

Milk Matters: C6 rat nhi€u ngudi da dén tham trai nha bac? Thé khi
dén thi ho thudng héi bac nhing théng tin gi, ho ¢6 binh phdm (y
kién, nghi ngd...) gi vé gidng co nay khong?

HCN: Rat nhiéu ngudi dat cau hdi: Lam thé nao dé trong dugc? San
lugng cb thé nao? Lam thé nao dé st dung dugc nudc bioga véi hé
théng tudi? Bo an c6 ngon khong? Cé nay dé thu hoach dugc bao
nhiéu ndm mai phai tréng lai? Bac gitp toi tréng dugc khong?

C6 Mot s6 ngudi thi nhan xét duge ngay la cd nay qua tét, bd an chac
chan sé rat ngon. Tuy nhién, van c6 ngudi chua tin la san lugng cé
thé cao dugc nhu ngudi ta noi trong bao cio va ho nghi la co sé 1én
cham hon trong mua déng.
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2. MR.DUONG VAN TIET (SOC SON - HANOI)

Milk Matters: You go from the best weed grower to the most
successful grass grower, what is your secret?

Mr. Tiet: | would like to tell you one story. Nine months ago, there
was a big argument here between Mr. Raf Somers (Chief Technical
Advisor of Vietnam Belgium Dairy Project) and some other people
about my AM field which was cut for the first time. Two different views
existed. Mr. Raf said: “Grass grows well, there are weeds but Mr. Neil
(an Australian grass expert with over 10 year experience with AM in
Vietnam) said that it will be died off soon after cutting. So, don't worry!
Keep continue! And be patient!” While others said: “There are a lot of
natural indigenous weeds. They will not be died off. Though it is not
easy, we should weed out all”

| was confused. There were weeds which | knew clearly, but | did not
know whether some plants were weeds or not! But at least, | got quite
much of grasses (including weeds alsol) at that time. Then, | decided
to follow the guideline of Mr. Neil and Mr. Raf (Vietnam Belgium Dairy
Project). We should wait and seel

The grasses grew amazingly beautiful after that and weeds were died
off quickly. | have extended to two more AM fields. Mr. Raf must be
very happy now! So, I think my key points to have success are to be
patient, follow the guidelines and use the effluent of the biogas, if
possible.

Milk Matters: Do you think these new high quality forages when
applied successfully in the project area will change the farmers’ view
on dairy nutrition and feeding? Other farmers in Vietnam will follow
your example?

Mr. Tiet: Yes, certainly. Already more than 200 farmers have visited
my farm and asked about my grass. They wish to have them on their
fields. However, to expand the grass, it is better to provide farmers
with more training and information about where to buy seeds and
additional equipment (such as sprinklers of irrigation system).

Milk Matters: What did the farmers (who visited your farm) often
ask about your grass? Did they give any comment?

Mr. Tiet: There were a lot of questions for me such as: "How to grow
it?” "How about the grass yield?” “How to use biogas effluent with
the irrigation system?”“Does the cow like it?""How long will it need
reseeding?”“Can you help me grow it?”

Vg chéng 6ng Tiét & c6 Lien tai rudng cé Uc |
Mr. Tiet, his wife & Lien at his AM field !
|
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Milk Matters: Bac c6 IGi khuyén, chia sé gi véi cac ho chan nudi bo
sta & Viét Nam khong?

HCN: T6i nghi cac hd chan nuéi bo sira nén trong thém nhiéu co chat
lugng cao, dic biét la cé Uc, ¢6 Uc |a t6t 13m, s6 mot day! Nha nao
trugc day quyét dinh khong tréng ¢é Uc la dai qua! Phai thay d6i suy
nghi thoi, khdng thé tréng méi c6 voi dugc, cd voi khdong con la sé
mot nita dau!

Milk Matters: CAm on bac da chia sé nhiing théng tin bé ich.

THONG TIN VE TRANG TRAI ONG TIET

Nam bat dau chan nudi bo sita 1993

Téng dan bo 11 con

S6 bo cai cho sira 8 con

San lugng sira binh quan 20 kg/con/ngay
Dién tich c6 nuoi bo 5400 m?

Loai ¢ €4 Uc, ¢b Ghi né, cd Voi
bién thoai 04.581 1083

L Thén Ninh Kiéu, Xa Tan Dan,
Dia chi

Huyén Séc Son, Ha No6i

Ong Tiét trao d6i véi cac néng dan tham du hoi thao “Nhiing
tién bo thuc ti€én phuc vu chan nudi bo stia quy moé nhé”

Mr. Tiet is discussing with other farmers at “Practical
Innovations for dairy smallholders” workshop

Some gave immediate comments that the grass is very good for
cows. Others, however, still doubt: “Whether the production can be
as high as written in the report?”“The grass will grow well or will slow
down in winter?”

Milk Matters: Do you have any suggestions to dairy farmers in
Vietnam?

Mr. Tiet: | think farmers should grow more high quality forages
especially AM, other than only King grass. AM is No. 1! Some farmers
were unwise to decide not to grow AM. Change your thought! Vary
your grasses!

Milk Matters: Thank you for your useful experience.

Starting year 1993
Number of cows 11
Number of current milking cows 8

Average milk yield 20 kg/cow/day

Hectare of arable land for milk

2
production St

Australian Mix, King grass,

Kind of grasses ey

Tel 04.581 1083

Ninh Kieu village, Tan Dan
commune, Soc Son dist.,
Hanoi

Address

;*w





